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Abstract

Value-based education is essential for nurturing responsible citizenship, social harmony, and
inclusive development in a diverse nation like India. The Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB)
initiative seeks to strengthen national unity by promoting cultural understanding and
cooperation among states and union territories. Inclusive growth, which emphasizes equitable
development and social inclusion, cannot be achieved solely through economic progress; it
requires shared values, mutual respect, and ethical awareness. This article examines the role
of value-based education in promoting inclusive growth under the EBSB framework. It
explores the concept of value-based education, its alignment with constitutional ideals, and its
relevance in fostering national integration and social cohesion. The paper also discusses the
role of educational institutions, teachers, and youth in implementing value-based education
through EBSB activities, identifies key challenges, and suggests strategies for strengthening
this approach. The study concludes that value-based education is a vital foundation for
realizing the goals of EBSB and achieving inclusive and sustainable national development.
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Introduction

India is known for its immense diversity in terms of language, culture, religion, and social
traditions. While this diversity enriches the nation, it also presents challenges related to social
cohesion, regional disparities, and inclusive development. Education has long been
considered a powerful tool for addressing these challenges by shaping the attitudes, values,
and behavior of citizens. In this context, value-based education plays a significant role in
promoting ethical awareness, mutual respect, and social responsibility.

The Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB) initiative, launched by the Government of India in
2015, aims to strengthen national integration by encouraging cultural exchange and
interaction among states and union territories. By pairing states and promoting educational,
cultural, and linguistic exchange, EBSB seeks to deepen understanding and emotional
bonding among citizens.
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Inclusive growth refers to development that benefits all sections of society and reduces social
and regional inequalities. For inclusive growth to be meaningful and sustainable, it must be
supported by values such as equality, justice, tolerance, and respect for diversity. Value-based
education complements the objectives of EBSB by nurturing these values and preparing
individuals to actively contribute to national unity and inclusive development. This article
analyzes the role of value-based education in promoting inclusive growth under the EBSB
framework.

Concept of Value-Based Education

Value-based education is an approach to learning that emphasizes the development of moral,
ethical, social, and cultural values alongside academic knowledge. It focuses on shaping
character, attitudes, and behavior to enable individuals to contribute positively to society.
Values such as honesty, empathy, respect, cooperation, and social responsibility form the core
of this educational approach.

In India, value-based education is deeply rooted in philosophical and cultural traditions.
Concepts such as Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the world is one family), Ahimsa (non-violence),
Satya (truth), and Dharma (righteous conduct) have guided social life for centuries. These
values remain relevant in contemporary society, especially in addressing challenges related to
diversity and inclusion.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emphasizes the importance of value-based
education by highlighting constitutional values, ethical reasoning, and respect for diversity. It
envisions education as a means of holistic development that prepares learners to become
responsible citizens. Within this framework, value-based education supports the goals of
EBSB by fostering unity, empathy, and national consciousness.

Inclusive Growth: Meaning and Significance

Inclusive growth refers to a development process that ensures equitable access to
opportunities and resources for all sections of society, particularly marginalized and
disadvantaged groups. It emphasizes social inclusion, balanced regional development, and
participation of all citizens in economic and social progress.

In India, inclusive growth is a crucial objective due to disparities based on region, caste,
gender, religion, and socio-economic background. Education plays a central role in
promoting inclusive growth by empowering individuals with knowledge, skills, and values
that enable social mobility and democratic participation.

Value-based education contributes to inclusive growth by fostering social sensitivity,
reducing prejudices, and encouraging cooperation among diverse groups. When individuals
internalize values of equality and justice, they are more likely to support inclusive policies
and practices, thereby strengthening social cohesion and national development.
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Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat: An Overview

The Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat initiative was launched to promote unity in diversity by
encouraging interaction and understanding among different regions of India. Under this
initiative, states and union territories are paired to facilitate cultural, linguistic, educational,
and economic exchange.

Educational institutions play a vital role in EBSB through activities such as student exchange
programs, cultural festivals, language learning initiatives, essay competitions, and joint
academic projects. These activities expose students to the cultural richness of India and help
break down regional stereotypes.

EBSB aims to strengthen emotional integration among citizens by creating opportunities for
meaningful interaction. Value-based education enhances the effectiveness of EBSB by
preparing students to engage respectfully with diversity and appreciate shared national values.

Role of Value-Based Education in EBSB

Promoting National Integration

Value-based education fosters a sense of national identity grounded in shared values rather
than uniformity. By emphasizing respect for diversity and common constitutional ideals, it
helps students appreciate India’s pluralistic character. EBSB activities reinforce this
understanding by providing practical experiences of cultural exchange and cooperation.

Through value-based education, students develop emotional connections with people from
other regions, which strengthens national integration and unity.

Fostering Social Harmony

Social harmony is essential for inclusive growth. Value-based education promotes empathy,
tolerance, and peaceful coexistence—qualities that are crucial in a multicultural society.
Interaction among students from different states under EBSB helps reduce prejudices and
encourages mutual respect.

Such engagement fosters inclusive attitudes and contributes to a more cohesive and
harmonious society.

Strengthening Constitutional Values

The Indian Constitution upholds values such as justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. Value-
based education reinforces these principles by encouraging ethical reasoning and civic
responsibility. EBSB provides a platform for learners to experience these values through
intercultural dialogue and collaboration.

By aligning education with constitutional values, EBSB supports the development of
responsible citizens committed to inclusive national development.
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Role of Educational Institutions

Educational institutions act as key agents in implementing value-based education under
EBSB. Schools and colleges can integrate values into curricula, pedagogy, and co-curricular
activities. Teachers play a crucial role as facilitators and role models, influencing students’
attitudes toward diversity and inclusion.

Higher education institutions can further support inclusive growth by promoting
interdisciplinary research, community engagement, and student exchange programs aligned
with EBSB objectives. Such initiatives enhance social awareness and foster a sense of shared
national responsibility.

Challenges in Implementation

Despite its potential, implementing value-based education under EBSB faces several
challenges. Value education is often treated as a supplementary component rather than an
integral part of the curriculum. Lack of teacher training, limited resources, and diverse socio-
cultural contexts also pose difficulties.

Additionally, measuring the impact of value-based education remains a challenge due to the
absence of standardized assessment frameworks. Addressing these issues requires
coordinated efforts by policymakers, educators, and institutions.

Strategies for Strengthening Value-Based Education

● To enhance the role of value-based education in promoting inclusive growth under
EBSB, the following strategies may be adopted:

● Integrating values across all subjects rather than confining them to moral education
classes

● Promoting experiential learning through EBSB activities such as cultural exchange
and collaborative projects

● Providing regular training for teachers in value-based and intercultural education

● Encouraging community participation in educational initiatives

● Leveraging digital platforms for virtual exchanges and cultural interaction

Conclusion

Value-based education is a foundational element for achieving inclusive growth in a diverse
nation like India. Under the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat initiative, it plays a vital role in
promoting national integration, social harmony, and equitable development. By instilling
values such as empathy, respect for diversity, and constitutional principles, education
prepares individuals to contribute meaningfully to inclusive and sustainable growth.
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EBSB provides a unique framework for translating these values into real-life experiences
through cultural exchange and educational collaboration. Strengthening value-based
education within this framework can help India realize its vision of unity in diversity and
inclusive national progress.
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